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for success.    However, another dissolution, which after all did  not   take   place,   was   expected  in September, and Balzac looked forward to making a  determined  attempt   then.     This   hope   heing frustrated, it was not till 1834 that he again came forward as a candidate : this time for Villefranche, where,  curiously enough,  another M.   de  Balzac was nominated, and when  M. de Hanski wrote to congratulate Balzac, the latter was obliged to explain the mistake.     On this  occasion he had purposed to  present himself as champion of the Bourbon Royal Family, especially of the Duchesse de Berry, for whom he had an immense admiration, while she read his books with much delight during her captivity in the Castle of Blaye.    He wrote to M.  de  Hanski that  he  considered  the  exile of Madame and the Comte de Chambord the  great blot on France in the nineteenth century, as the French  Revolution  had been  her  shame  in the eighteenth.
This was Balzac's last serious attempt to stand for Parliament during the Monarchy of July, though he often talked in his letters to Madame Hanska of his political, aspirations, looked forward to becoming a deputy in 1839, and hoped till then to dominate European opinion—rather a large ambition—by a political publication. In his letters he is continually on the point of beginning his career as a statesman; and in 1835 his views are even more inflated than usual. He will absorb the Revue des Deux Mondes and the Revue dech wasn published in the North American Review. The original is in the collection of the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.nse—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
